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individual families are subordinated to the interests of the sub-
caste. In case of a conflict between the interests of the family
and the sub-caste, the advice of elders of the group is sought
and it is they who decide the course of action for the indivi-
duals concerned. In fact in all important matters, especially
those that have no precedent, the elders are consulted and
their advice generally accepted. It is both unnecessary and
dangerous for a man to act independently in important matters.
The elders are ever ready to guide him and he stands to lose
much by incurring their displeasure. The fear of social boycott
hangs over a man's head and prevents him from deviating from
the established norms of conduct. Such an environment is, ob-
viously, not favourable to the development of individuality.

Social Control

Speaking generally, the depressed classes have a highly
developed system of institutional control. The main agencies
through which control is exercised are taboos, ceremonies,
mores and the unwritten law of the caste which is as efficient an
engine of social control as the, common law of modern States.
Probably the most important aim of law is to define anti-social
conduct and to serve thereby as a means of forming public
opinion and individual conscience. And this function the un-
written caste law serves admirably. But that is not all Except-
ing a few castes like the Bhogtas and Korwas, they have all a
permanent organization to repress anti-social conduct, viz. caste
panchayats. A panchayat is both the judiciary and the execu-
tive of the caste. It acts mainly as a tribunal for trial of cases
involving infringement of caste rules, though occasionally it also
frames rules for regulating the conduct of its members. A pan-
chayat is able to enforce its decrees because of the active co-
operation of the majority of members. A halo surrounds the
panchayat. It is often addressed as x Panch Ganga'.

Area Administered

Usually there is one panchayat to each independent local
section of an endogamous group. The area administered de-
pends on several practical considerations such as the strength
of a group/ the number of villages inhabited, distances apart